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is no virtue to be thoughtleſs 
lay 


to our hearts the frequent ad- 
monitions given us of our frail- 
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2 TIM. I. 12. 


For which cauſe I alſo ſuffer theſe things; 
nevertheleſs I am not aſhamed: For I 
know wham [ have believed, and J 
am perſuaded that he 1s able to keep 

that which I have committed unto him 


againſt that day. 


HIS is generally ſuppoſed to have 

been the laſt of Paul's epiſtles. It 

was inditcd in a priſon, and in view 
of a violent death. He was now at Rome, 
had once appeared before Nero; and ſuch 
was the fury of his proſecutors, that he had 
reaſon enough to believe, upon the next ſum- 
mons, they would carry their point againſt 
him. Timothy was dear to him, the cauſe 
in which he was embarked more ſo; that 
both might be ſerved,” he does with his dy- 


ing hand write two epiſtles which are in- 


ſcribed to him. The main difference between 

them, is this: The firſt relates chiefly to his 

office, as an evangeliſt ; and the latter to his 

more private and perſonal behaviour and con- 
duct. 
The words which I have read, are the con- 

B tinuation 


(2) 


tinuation of the apoſtle's advice to his be- 


loved Timothy. 
Let us ſec how they ſtand connected with 


the context. 

He had exhortcd him to reckon upon afflic- 
ons, and prepare for them : Leſt he ſhould be of- 
fennded, or faint in the day of adverſity, he uſes 
a variety of arguments, to reconcile him to ſuf- 
fering. He tells him particularly that the reli- 
gion upon the account of which he ſhould 
thus be expoſed, was worth ſuffering for ; that 
he would be called to bear theſe burdens by 
him who was the author of (ſalvation : And 
if God ſaved him at the Jaſt, he ought not 
ro murmur under preſent difficulties. In the 
rext, he propoſes his own cxample, as being 
fit to encourage and ſupport him. Bonds and 
impriſonment did now abide him, he was 
rcady to be offered up, and ſaw the time of 
his departure by a glorious martyrdom, to 
be at hand : Yet was he not cither afraid, or 
aſhamed of his claim, Having lodg'd his ſoul 
in the Redeemer's hands, he knew that nothing 
could harm him. His enemies might kill his 
body, but after this had no more that they 
could do. The light afflictions therefore, 
which laſted only for a moment, were not 
in his apprehenſion worthy to be compared 
with the glory to be revealed. This reaſon- 
ing was juſt, to qualify, and moderate Timo- 
thy's fears, and to prepare him for enduring 
hardſhip as a good ſouldier of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Few 


Z 
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Few thoughts have a ſtronger claim to the 
compoſing and quieting our minds, upon the 
death of valuable friends, near relations, uſe- 
ſul miniſters, than this, that they have com- 
mitted themſelves into Chriſt's hands againſt 
the day of death, and day of judgment, and 
tho' loſt to us, are ſafe with him. It will 
not be queſtioned by any here J believe, 
that this was the caſe with your late worthy 
Paſtor; he was not gathered till ripe for the 
Garner, taken hence before he was ready 
for a better world. Not to acknowledge God 
in ſuch an affecting providence, is criminal; 
and we ſhall /in if we ſorrow for him like 
perſons without hope. Weep for your ſelves, 
God has made a ſore breach upon you, in 
taking ſuch an able miniſter from your head; 
one which humanly ſpeaking is not eaſily 
to be repaired. 

The ſubſtance of this paſſage, to which my 
thoughts have been directed on this mournful 
occaſion, is comprehended in the following 
propoſitions, which we will enlarge upon as 
ſo many diſtin heads of diſcourſe. 


I. The day approaches, in which each of 
us muſt give an account of his ſoul. 
II. God's people do believingly commit their 
ſouls to Chriſt, againſt that day. 
III. They are perſuaded of their ſafety in 
theſe hands; that he is able to keep 


what they have committed rahim. 
B 2 IV. Their 


(4) 

IV. Their review of their main concerns, 
as thus fecured, helps them to bear all 
preſent ſufferings for _ withoop 
being aſhamed. 


_ Theſe particulars will take in whatever is 
neceſſary to be ſaid in a dot7rinal way, and 
ſo prepare us for the en Application of 
this ſubj ect. 


Prop. 1. The day 3 in which e- 
very one of us muſt give an account of his 
ſoul to God. Theſe are talents of prime 
worth with which he has intruſted us as ſtew- 
ards, and it agrees not with God's infinite 
wiſdom, to diſregard how we have occupied 
with them: Whether they have been Satan's 
vaſſals, employ'd on his errands, devoted to 
his ſervice, or buſied in doing his will who 
is the Father of our ſpirits. The preſent ſtate 
is intended for trial, we have our work and 
our day: In the evening the houſholder will 
call his ſervants, and enquire whether they 
have wrought or idled, conformed to the rules 
of his family or been rioters in it, that he 
may deal with them accordingly. The wiſe 
man tells us, that the ſilver cord ſhall be 
looſed, and the golden bowl broken, that the 
duſt ſhall return to the earth as it was, and 
the ſpirit to God who gave it. And a great- 
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(5) 
er than Solom, aſſured the fool who had 
laid up treaſure for himſelf, and was not 
rich towards God, that his ſoul ſhould be 
required : That his hopes were vain of many 
years between him and that awful demand, 
for that he ſhould not be truſted with it one 
night longer b. God has appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs by that man whom he hath ordained, aſ- 
ſurance whereof he hath given unto all in that 
he hath raiſed him from the dead. The day 
here referred to is that notable one in which 
Chriſt ſhall come in the clouds, and all na- 
tions ſmall and great ſtand before God, to 
reccive according - to the things done in the 
body, whether they have been good, or whe- 
ther they have been evil. This is called in 
ſcripture by way of eminence, that day, the 
day of the Lord, the great day, the great 
and terrible day, the day of judgment, 

Not that we are to conclude from hence, 
the caſe of ſeparated ſpirits to hang in ſuſ- 


pence, their ſtate to be undetermined until the 


diſſolution of the world, and the ſecond com- 
ing of Chriſt. The love of God will not 
ſuffer it, that ſuch who have been faithful 
ſhould wait for ages unpoſſeſſed of their Maſ- 
ter's joy. Nor can we reconcile it with di- 
vine juſtice, that their puniſhment ſhould be 
o long reſpited, who lived and died haters 


Luke xii. 20. Acts xvii. 31. 


of 


101 


of God. Their damnation ſhall not thus ſlum- 


ber. As ſoon as the believer is abſent from 


the body, he is preſent with the Lord: And 


as for the ſinner, death conveys him to that 
miſerable world where all the wicked and 
ungodly ſhall appear. At the great day there 
will be a publick ratification of the different 
ſentences, by which the ſinners and ſaints con- 
dition is ſettled; and the reſurrection ſtate de- 
livering to every ſoul its own body, there 
will be an encreaſe of pleaſure and pain from 
hence; but we account for things done inthe 
body, as ſoon as diſcharged from it, and have 
an happy or wretched lot in the next world, 
anſwering to the choice which we made in this. 
It is appointed unto all men once to die, and 
after that is the judgment. 

One would be tempted to think, that in- 
ſtead of their crediting the doctrine of a fu- 
ture ſtate, many are more of a mind that 
they ſhall die like brutes, ſince it is too evi- 
dent that they live like them ; but beſide the 
explicit declarations of this truth with which 
the word of God abounds, did they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to conſider as reaſonable creatures, 
they could hardly miſs a different turn of mind, 
Can we duly contemplate the divine perfecti- 
ons, and prevail upon our ſelves to believe that 
this infinitely perfect Being has left us with- 
out law? can we under a conſciouſneſs of our 
own excellent powers and faculties, come to 


this reſolution, that we are not accountable 
to 


19 


to our Maſter forthe abuſe of them? Whence 
thoſe gibes, that remorſe, and horror, thoſe 
forebodings of wrath, which have been ſo 
fully and frequently experienced by guilty 
minds, known to ſuch whom no human eye 
could detect, or human power chaſtiſe? Is not 
this deep and univerſal impreſſion the law 
of nature? A witneſs ſet up by God in every 
man's breaſt, at once to teſtify the reality of 
his exiſtence, and the conſequent neceſſity of 
their rendering an account to him; who as 
he is their Creator, is their rightful ſovereign 
Lord? It is not within my deſign, to enume- 
rate the arguments by which this point may 
be ſupported, theſe general hints may there- 
fore ſuffice under this propoſitiony 
7 

PRor. II. All God's people are enabled 
to commit their ſouls into the Redeemer's 


hands againſt this day. The knowledge of 


him is pre-ſuppoſed to faith in him; the a- 
poſtle knew him, with whom had lodged ſo 
vaſt a truſt as that of an immortal ſpirit: And 
it would be an inſtance of weakneſs, rather 


than a rational and praiſe-worthy action, to 


commit a ſoul into his hands, about whoſe 
ſufficiency to anſwer our expectations, we 
were doubtful, if not altogether in the dark. 
Every believer has his underſtanding en- 
lightned to diſcern the things of the Spirit 
of God; is transformed by the renewing of 
his mind. It is not ſtrange, that a good tree 

ſhould 


* 


* 
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ſhould bring forth good fruit, and a new 


heart, influence to correſpondent practice. 
Under this head, I ſhall ſhew you what 
we are to underſtand by committing the ſoul 
to Chriſt, And how it does appear that 
God's people do fo. 

I. I am to ſhew you what this committing 
of the ſoul to Chriſt includes in it. 
1. It ſuppoſes a full conviction of his in- 
tereſt and propriety in the ſouls we do com- 
mit to him. It is ſaid of thoſe who under 
goſpel- means believe not, that the God of 
this world hath blinded them; and what need 
of further proof, when the charge brought 
againſt the eus by our Lord, lies equally 
againſt evefy man in a natural ſtate? He 
cometh to his own and his own reccive him 
not 4. We ſerve diverſe luſts and pleaſures, 
but to him are diſobedicnt, call his authority 
in queſtion, ſaying what have we to do with 
thee Jeſus? deny it, and will not have this 
man to reign over us. Miſerable this free- 
dom, to be only free from righteouſneſs. 

When a ſaving work is begun upon a 
foul, it thinks thus, I am not mine own. 
Thus does it reaſon, if one died for all, 
then were all dead; and he died for all, that 


ſuch who live ſhould not henceforth live to 


themſelves, but to him who died for them 
and roſe again. Conſcience does now give 


* John i. 12. 


into 


to 


Wa 7, 

into it as a ſacrilegious alienation of God's 
property, that we have walked after the courſe 
of this world, and had our converſations ac- 
cording to the luſts of men. We muſt ſee 
that we are in the wrong, before we ſhall 
meditate upon another courſe of life; ac- 
knowledge with our hearts the Redeemer's 
right to rule us, before we do conſentingly 
yield our neck to his yoke. 

2. There is ſuppoſed, in this committing 
our ſoul to Chrift, our being fully apprehen+ 
ſive of its danger till lodged in his hands. 
We muſt feel that we are ſick before we ſhall 
like the phyſician ; and ſo ſtrong are the pre- 
judices againſt ſcrious practical *religion, which 
obtain in every unſanctified mind, that we are 
not brought to ſurrender, until we ſee out 
ſelves driven by down right neceſtty. We 
are for parlying under convictions, for flying 
to any other ſhelter, rather than to the hope 
which is ſet before us; the fleſh will v nt alt 
ſhift, move for leſs haſte in our reſolutions, 


and the man who is brought home, to the 


ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, like the Prodi- 
gal, does firſt know that he muſt ſtarve if he 
remain a ſtranger to his father's houſe. All 
confidence in the fleſh is deſtroy'd where the 
Spirit deſigns a conqueſt; he convinces the 


ſoul of ſin; the fin brought with us into the 


world, and the guilt contracted every day we 


910. 0 4 1 Cor. vi. 19. 2 Cor. V. 14 15. 
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have been in it. He convinces of the ex- 


ceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin; ſnewing us the power 
it has provoked, the holineſs it has oppoſed, 
the goodneſs it has abuſed, the vengeance it 
deſerves ; thus he makes the law our ſchool- 
maſter to bring us to Chriſt. That holy man, 
whoſe words I have choſen for my text, tells 
us that he was once alive; but we find nothing 
of his committing his ſoul unto Chriſt , 
while thus miſtaken, as to the ſafety of his 
condition. The commandment came, (in its 
ſpiritual extent) then ſin reviv'd, and he ſaw 
himſelf to be a dead man; then, not before, he 
accounted it a faithful ſaying, worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 


world to ſave ſinners, and him the chief of | 


them, | 

3. There is farther ſuppoſed in this, a 
quitting all other means as inſufficient in the 
affair of our eternal ſalvation. Some men 
may F nder ſuch awakenings as may greatly 
diſtreli lem about their condition God-ward, 
they may ſee it to be ſinful and dangerous, yet 
inſtead of leaving their caſe with him who 
has the words of eternal life, they build upon 
hay and ſtubble; dawb'd with untempered 
mortar, they think of atoning, and rendering 
an incenſed Dgity propitious, by ſacrificing 
their groſſer ſins, - by alms-deeds, penances, 
pilgrimages, and a zeal for bodily worſhip z 
they reſt in a reformarion for time to come 
as an amends for all the paſt diſhonour done 


O 


8 
to God. This Phariſaiſm and Popery leave 
many a breaſt that is far from appromng 
theſe names. 

In the progreſs of ſaving conviction, we 
are not only made to ſee the ruin which at- 
tends our preſent circumſtances, but that our 
help is laid on Chriſt, and ſalvation in no o- 
ther. He who convinced them of ſin, con- 
vinceth them of righteouſneſs. Hear Paul 
ſpeaking on this head, when God had re- 
claimed this choſen veſſel, I count all things 
but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, that I may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith: That 


1 may know him, and the power of his re- 


ſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſuffer- 
ings, being made conformable unto his death. 
» He knew that the works of righteouſneſs 
which he had done, uſed as a ſhelter againſt 
the wrath of God, would be but as briars and 
thorns before a devouring fire. That there 
was no making peace with him but by laying 
hold on his firength; and all who have 
heard and learned of the Father do thus come 
to Chriſt. 

4. This phraſe ſignifieth the ſoul's ſerious 
deliberate choice of Chriſt, ſurrender of its 


2 Phil. iii. 8, 9, 10. 
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ef to his care, its reſting on him, and him 


alone for our preſent and eternal acceptance 
with God. Indeed, when we are conyinced 
of his propriety in us, of our jeopardy eve- 
ry moment while in a natural ſtate, of the 
abſolute unfitneſs of all other means or me- 
thods to relieve us, as creatures deſign'd for 
another world, the everlaſting — will be 
open'd to the King of glory. 

When this is the caſe, we ſhall take to our 
ſelves words, and thus order our cauſe before 
God our Saviour, „Lord we are thy crea- 
ce tures, ſubject, in conſequence, to thine au- 
« thority, ſtrangers upon earth as was all our 
« fathers, yet have we lived without God, 
* and ſo without hope, thoughtleſs of fu- 
cc turity, though made to live for ever; griev- 
c eq that we have ſo long diverted from the 
„ deſign of being, we heartily deſire to re- 
& turn; to thee the only Mediator do we 
<« fly, be thou our peace, we recognize thy 
ec title to us, yield our ſelves to the Lord, 
" « truſt to the merit of thy blood and inter- 
« ceſſion that we may not be condemn'd with 
« the world; receive graciouſly and love free- 
ly convinced ſinners who believe in Jeſus. 
When we de as well as ſay this, lodge our 
ſouls by affectionate prayer, and a lively faith 
with Chriſt, that they may be found to praiſe 
at his coming; this beſpeaks us to be partakers 
of the ſpiritual and _ nature that is a 
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pledge and earneſt of life everlaſting. Eſpe: 
cially if, 

5. There is an unfeign'd conſent of will 
to the goſpel propoſals concerning Chriſt in 
their utmoſt extent and compaſs. He wha 
ſo commits his ſoul, and its affairs to Chriſt, as 
to have him engaged for both, will not ſe- 
parate his offices, reject his laws, while he tri- 
umphs in his ſacrifice, but does look for ſal- 
vation thro' ſanQification of the Spirit, and a 
practical belief of the truth. If we would 
have our ſouls forth coming, we muſt com- 
mit the keeping of them to Chriſt in well- 
doing®. In ſhort, to imitate Paul in the text, 
we muſt approve the Redeemer with our 
whole ſouls, in his various characters and of- 
fices, give up. our ſelves to him as our wiſ- 
dom to guide us, our righteouſneſs to juſtify. 
us, our ſanctification to make us holy, and 
our redemption, that our felicity may be com- 
pleat in body and ſoul in the next world. 
He who would put his ſoul into Chriſt's 
hands, merely as a ſhelter from wrath and 
hell, ſhall find that he refuſed the truſt; and 
it will be a killing diſappointment to have 
him diſown us who have cheriſh'd moſt pleaſ- 
ing hopes in his mercy. 


II, I was to ſhew you that every child of 
God does for himſelf what the Apoſtle here 


1 Pet, iv. 19. 
aſſures 
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aflures us he had done; commit their ſouls 


into their Redeemer's hands againſt the ap- 
proaching and deciſory day. 

This is true of them upon their firſt con- 
verſion; it is involved in the nature of that 
faith by which we receive power to become 
the ſons of God: By this do we come to 
Chriſt, receive him, caſt our cares upon him; 
and every ſerious ſoul has found that his moſt 


weighty cares, are thoſe which have been oc- 


caſioned by the poſture of his ſpiritual affairs 


in reference to eternity. 

Again ; | 

This is repeated at the Lord's table. As the 
ordinance of his ſupper was inſtituted, among 
other reaſons, with a view to the keeping in 
remembrance Chriſt's ſecond coming; ſo it 
was to prepare us for a comfortable meeting 
with him ; that we might then rejoice, and 
be exceeding glad, knowing that great ſhall 
be our reward in heaven. We cat and drink 
unworthily, who do here forget gratefully to 
acknowledge our Saviour's original and ac- 
quired intereſt in us, and to ſtrengthen his claim 
as far as we can, by a freſh dedication and 
commitment of our intire ſelves to him. 

This is a part of the Chriſtian's work eve- 
ry day of his life; as there is in the nature of 
| fin a virtual renunciation of God's authority 
over us, and propricty in us, faith and repen- 

tance are exerciſed daily; and theſe are the 
ſon!'s return to him from whom it had de- 

| g parted, 
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parted, the bringing his bonds afreſh upon 
us; or a recommitting of our ſouls to his 
Care. 

And as a good man does this living, he 
fails not to do it when he comes to dic. 
Whatever may be the caſe with others, he 
preſumes not in his then ſaying, Into thing 
hands I commend my ſpirit, thou haſt re- 
deemed it, O Lord God of truth, who has 
lived his life in the fleſh by the faith of the 
Son of God. And will he not be thus em- 
ploy'd, who has all the days of his appoint- 
ed time waited for this change? Who knows 
that his Redeemer liveth, and when the 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle is diſſolved, 
that he ſhall haye a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, which is eter: 
nal in the heavens? 


Prop. III. The believer having lodged his 
ſoul with Chriſt, is perſuaded of its ſafety in 
theſe hands. 3. e. 

He has got above all perplexing fears, as 
to this matter. Many who fear the Lord 
and obey the voice of his ſeryant, do walk 
in darkneſs and ſce no light; but the ſuſpi- 
cions from which theſe troubles ariſe, are of 
quite another ſort, What they doubt, is whe- 
ther they have reſigned themſelves to Chriſt, 
as he has required; whether he has accepted 
their ſouls as a truſt for which he will b 
anſwerable: If theſe arc points which 3 
2 can 
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can ſettle to ſatisfaction, they have no mil. 
givings of heart about their ſecurity. 

This does likewiſe ſignify, a fixed delight. 
full expectation of the event's anſwering to 
the deſire of our hearts. Our reckoning upon 
the thing as certain, that however ſoul and 
body may be ſeparated, yet nothing ſhall ſe- 
parate us from the love of God ; but upon 
Chriſt's appearing that we alſo ſhall appeat 
with him in glory. Such a lively hope, is 
accompanied with an unſpeakable and glo- 
rious joy; for it anticipates the poſſeſſion of 
the moſt complear bleſſedneſs, which though 
diſtant, is regarded by it as moſt ſure, 

But let me ſhew you under. this head, 
Whence the child of God docs come to be 
thus fully perſuaded in his own mind? In 
what way? Upon whar principles docs he 
attain to this comfortable certainty ? 

Both reaſon and revelation do remonſtrate 
againſt committing a ſoul to the moſt excel- 
lent creature in heaven, dignified and diſ- 
ringuiſhed as you pleaſe. No creature can 
pardon a guilty ſoul, renew and ſanctify one 
univerſally depraved and defiled, publickly 
- and authoritatively diſcharge us in the judg- 
ment, raiſe. our dead bodies, or poſſeſs 
us of life everlaſting. No effect can tran- 
ſcend the power of its cauſe, no creature 
therefore can do theſe, which arc the proper 

orks of God; yet from him to whom in 
the ſenſe of the text we commit our ſouls, 


we expect all theſe things, The 


— —_ — 


0 
The Scripture gives us this account, when 
ſpeaking of the committal of the belicyer's 
ſoul to Chriſt: We may gather from it 
whence he comes to be ſo perſuaded of its 


ſafety. It tells us | 

I. That he commits the keeping of his 
foul to his Creator >. To him by whom all 
things were made, and without whom was 
not any thing made that was made i: He who 
built all things in God*. The great God, 
the mighty God, the Almighty. This oneneſs 
in power with the Father, which our Lord 
applies to himſelf, and mentions as a proof 
of their communion in Godhead, he makes 
an evidence of their ſafety who had believ- 
ingly committed themſelves to him I. Iwill 
give to my ſheep eternal life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hands; my Father who gave them me 
is greater than all, and none is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hands: I 
and my Father are one. Is Chriſt the Fa- 
ther of our ſpirits, where then can we lodge 
them with ſafety but in his hands? Who fo 
fit to keep our ſouls, as he who made 
them ? 
2. The believer in committing his ſoul 
to Chriſt, conſiders him as a faithful Creator. 

Thus he may be perſuaded of its ſafety, 
theſe two ways. 


b 1 Pet. iv. 19. John i. 3. 
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1. As Chriſt has promiſed to undertake 


for it. Upon our firſt tranſgreſſion he might 
have reſolved to take vengeance. We had 
alienated, deſecrated what was his property, 
and made for himſelf. It could not be un- 
juſt therefore, to refuſe the acknowledgment 
when we afterward came to own his title; 
and reject us interceding for his gracious pro- 
tection. Had he not encouraged the com- 
mitting of our ſouls to him by a word of 
promiſe, I ſee not how we could have at- 
tempted the thing: At leaſt with any com- 
fortable proſpect of advantage by it. But 
having when he might have abhorred us, re- 
quired our hearts, and engaged to care for us, 
however many or weighty the cares, we ſhould 
caſt upon him, we do warrantably apply to 
him; upon his thus calling us, obey the hea- 
venly viſion : And cannot but know that 
we are in ſafety, while we know that we 
have conformed to his inſtructions who is x 
ble to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 

2. Our Creator's faithfulneſs, makes it cer- 
tain, that what he has promiſed he will 
perform. It may be ſaid in truth, though it 
ought to be ſaid with the dcepeſt reverence, 
that when God has promiſed he is no long- 
er free. It agrees to man to lie, and to the 
ſon of man to repent; but God knowing 
all things, can promiſe nothing unworthy of 
himſelf: Nothing that is beyond the reach 
of his own power. Irreſolution of mind, 
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or change of will, have no place in his in- 
finitely perfect nature: though heaven and 
earth ſhould paſs away, yet ſhall not his word 
paſs away. 

Is there room to doubt then, of things iſ- 
ſuing well, while we ſee our ſelves in his 
hands, who has engaged fully to anſwer our 
expectations from him? Has ability more than 
equal to all that he promiſes > Whoſe vera- 
City is ſo neceſſary, as that he cannot but 
be true to his word? May we not ſay with- 
out raſhneſs, we know that we are ſafe? 
Are perſuaded of it? Theſe lengths may we 
reach by conſidering Chriſt as a faithful Cre- 
ator. Thus he has mighty power that is ſuf- 
ficient to keep us to ſalvation: Promiſes it, 
and cannot deny himſelf, 

3. Let it be remembred, that the believer 
commits the keeping of his ſoul to Chriſt, 
as to his Redeemer. David expreſſes their 
common ſenſe, and deſcribes their common 
at, when he ſays, into thine hand I commit 
my ſpirit, thou haſt redeemed it ®, 

From hence the child of God concludes 
his ſoul's ſafety as Chriſt /oves it; and as 
he is reſpon/eble for it. 

1. Having committed his ſoul to the Re- 
deemer's care, the believer perſuades himſelf 
that he will keep it, becauſe he loves it. We 
will not readily part with What has coſt us 


Pfal. xxxi. 5. 
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dear, neither will Chriſt. He purchaſed his 
church with his own blood: So loved it, as 
to give himſelf for it. To be ſure he will 
take care of his friends, happen as it may 


with ſtrangers. Make up his jewels, tho 
the lumber in this great houſe be left to 
the fire. Lazarns's ſiſters thought that there 
was ſtrength in this ſingle argument to re- 
commend their ſick brother's. caſe to our 
Lord's care: Behold he whom thou /ove/# 
is ſick", In like manner does the believer 
reaſon with himſelf, as to things of an high- 
cr nature. My love to Chriſt, will he ſay 
is the fruit of his more antient love to me; 
my return to God, and committing my ſelf 
to him an evidence of mine adoption into 
his family: Therefore of my redemption 
through his blood. Whom he loveth as his 
own, he loveth unto the end. What may 
I not then hope for, which adyances the 
perfection of my nature and bleſſedneſs, from 
an affection thus old, ſteddy and invariable ? 
Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee! Con- 
tinue to truſt in God. I ſhall ever praiſe him, 
who is the hcalth of my countenance, and 
my God. | 

2. The belicyer regards Chriſt under the 
character and in the relation of Redeemer, as 
reſponſible for his ſoul ; this ſtrengthens his 


Jehn x. z. 
| perſuaſion 


. 


perſuaſion of its ſafety in his hands. In 4 8 


covenant which was before all time, the e- 
lect were given by the Father, to his Son as 
a truſt; and accepted by him as ſuch, who 
cannot but be faithfull to him that appoint- 
ed himo. When we ſpoke of his faithful- 


neſs under the preceding head we conſider- 


ed it as reſpecting his promiſe made to us; 
here his faithfulneſs refers to his covenant 
engagements with the Father. As the finiſhing 
inſtance, he will ſay at laſt, this was the 
will of my Father, that of all thou haſt gi- 
ven me, I ſhould loſe none, but raiſe them 
up in the laſt day r. Behold me, and the 
children which the Lord hath given me 9. 
All whom thou haſt given me, are cometo 
me, I now preſent them before the preſence 
of thy glory, without ſpot and blame- 
leſs. | 
We may obſerve without difficulty, how 
the believer's perſuaſion of his ſoul's ſafety in 
theſe hands, is encouraged and confirmed up- 
on this ſtate of things. He lays his thoughts 
together thus; 4. 4. I ſhould never have come 


to Chriſt, had I not been drawn by the Fa- 


ther ; I ſhould not have committed my ſoul 
to his care, had he not work'd in me to will 
and do: What is paſt beſpeaks me to be one 
who was given to him, pray'd for by him, 
one in whoſe place and ſtead he bled and 


[9 Heli: x. 4. John vi. 39. 4 Iſai. viii. 18. 
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died: If ſo, he will not leave me, nor for- 


ſake me; for then the election might not ob- 
tain, nor Chriſt faithfully execute his office 
towards them for whom he has ſolemnly un- 
dertaken; theſe things being impoſſi ble, my 
ſoul muſt be ſafe. 

Some of theſe particulars may be carry d 
further under the next head. / 

4. The believer may be ſettled in this per 
ſuaſion, by reaſoning from what Chriſt has 
alrcady done for him, to what remains the 
object of his delightful expectation. He has 
reduced me (ſays he) when I was gone a- 
tray, when an enemy has reconciled me, he 
has given me light when blind, life when 
dead, has ſoftened my hard heart, broken 
the ſtrength of my corruptions, conformed 
me in ſome meaſure. to his own likeneſs, 
ſo that I am now become a new creature; 
there is ſcarce any thing more remarkably 
great, or difficult, to be done in forming me 
for glory, than what I have already paſſed 
through. In heaven that /fe will be imparted 
compleatly, which was here communicated 
in meaſure ; but is this doing a thing more 
conſiderable, than the quickening of us when 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? That /ove will be 
perfect, which is now ſincere ; but was it not 
as marvellous a work to cauſe us at firſt to 
love God when we were enmity itſelf againſt 
him? Why ſhould I not truſt without jea- 
louſy or diffidence for what remains, ow 
| aVc 
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| IE ſo much in hand? Believe that he will 


lay the top ſtone, who has thus far advanced 
the ſpiritual building? 


The IV. Prop. and laſt I mentioned was this, 
that upon a review of his main concerns as 


thus ſecured, the believer bears up under e- 


very preſent ſuffering for Chriſt, without be- 
ing aſhamed. This was the caſe in fact with 
the great apoſtle Paul; he was not only in 
labours more abundant, but in ſtripes above 
meaſure, in priſons more frequent, and in 
death oft.. However he accounted theſe as 
light afflitions, and in the midſt of his tri- 
bulations did rejoice. Matters being ſettled 
between God and the ſoul, as in the text he 
ſuppoſed them to be, ſuch fortitude under 
preſent difficulties may be accounted for, up- 
on the principle of 7 ratitude to the ſove- 
reign Diſpoſer of theſe events. Has this God 
who ordereth all that befals me given me 
leave to lodge my ſoul with him, and given 
me an heart to do it? Has he taken my 
principal treaſure under his ſpecial care? And 
ſhall I not without fainting or repining at 
the weight of the croſs receive evil at his 
hands from whom I now receive ſo much 
good, and expect ſo much more? David was 
reconciled- to diſappointments in his family 
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upon this principle, and it will equally ſerye 


us under every other trial . 

Beſide, 

The man thus perſuaded is crucify d to the 
world, and the world to him; he has ſet 
his affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth; his treaſure is in heaven, and 
there is his heart. Now, tho' ill uſage at 
home, where we look for ſomething better, 
is, hardly brook'd, the ſojourner puts up with 
roughneſſes in his pilgrimage-ſtate without 
great diſcompoſure. The fuller our perſua- 
ſion of our intereſt in a better world, the 
more frequent and delightful will our con- 
verſes with it be; and the leſs in proportion 
ſhall we be affected either with the good 
things, or the evil things, which are under 
the ſun. | 

Once more ; 
The man thus perſuaded, knows that the 
afflictions of this preſent time, will have a 
ſpeedy and a joyful iſſue : That his life being 
but a vapour, his ſufferings ſhall laſt but for 
a moment; that they arc all working towards 
heaven : Is it ſtrange that he who is aſſured 
that his ſoul is out of danger, come what 
will, who believes that every thing which be- 
falls him is under the direction of that God 
who hath his ſoul in keeping, who knows 
that his troubles cannot follow him farther 
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than the grave, and that glory ſhall crown 


him on the other ſide of it? Is it ſtrange, I 


ſay, that the man who apprehends his affairs 
to lie thus, ſhould contentedly take up the 
croſs, and eſteem the reproaches of Chriſt 
greater riches than the treaſures of this world? 
chuſe rather to ſuffer afflition with the 


people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 


ſin for a ſeaſon? 

There is not time for a particular applica- 
tion of theſe ſeveral heads of doctrine; but 
bear with me while Joffer ſomething that may 
aſſiſt you, in a practical improvement of what 
has been delivered, tho it be in a more ge- 


neral way. 


1. As oppoſites do illuſtrate each other, it 
will follow from what has been ſaid, that 


the moſt proſperous ſinner upon earth ,/ 


is in a condition extreamly wretched. He 
has no refuge in a day of trouble, and in the 
hour of death; to whom ſhall he fly ? His 
deſperately wicked heart, may ſo far deceive 
him now, as that when he hears the curſe 
he may bleſs himſelf; but what will become 


of his hopes, when God ſhall take away his 


ſoul? Whether we commit our ſouls to God, 
or no, they ſhall return to him who gave 
them. When he requires it, where is the 
man who can for a moment detain his ſpi- 
rit > What a dreadful account has he to let- 


tle in the next world, to whom the Judge 
E ſhall 
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ſhall ſay, I would have gathered you as an 


hen gathereth her chickens under my wing, 
but you would not? | preſs'd for a reſigning 
of this ſoul to my care, but you was deaf 
to my repcated {ollicitations? You devoted it 
to the deſtroyer, preferr'd him to me as a 
maſter, his hard ſervice to my caſy yoke? 
Your blood be upon your head, cruel crea- 
ture, may he eycrlaſtingly puniſh that ſoul to 
whom you have given it, deſpiſing my protecti- 


on: May it be toſt in the fulleſt ſenſe, ſince you 


have with-held it from me. Little do you 
think, ſinners, that while you continue your 
alienation irom the Son of God, you are ri- 
pening things for this iſſue. Your thinking 
otherwiſe is your fin, it will not therefore be 
admitted as your excuſe. 

2. This diſcourſe directs us how we ſhould 
lay in for proper ſupports in ſuffering ſcaſons, 
and from living comfort in a dying hour. 
The lines may at preſent be fallen to us in 


pleaſant places, we may have a goodly heritage; 


but who can tell what a day may bring forth? 
Suppoſe that we ſhould cſcape every remark- 
able inſtance of affliction on this ſide the 
grave, what man is he who liveth, and ſhall 
not ice death? Who can protect himſelf a- 
gainſt the power of the grave? A wiſe man 
foreſees the evil, and guards againſt it: God 
enable us all to give this proof of a ſound un- 
derſtanding. To conform to the method he 
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has eſtabliſhed, in order to his giving, and 


our receiving, of his ſtrength and conſolati- 
ons in the evil day. We muſt commit our 


ſouls to Chriſt, as a faithful Creator and mer- 


ciful Redeemer. This duty is not like our 
Baptiſm, once only to be ſolemnly attended 
to, it muſt be a part of our buſineſs every 
day of our lives. He who would not be at 
a loſs to derive comfort from this article of 
his having reſign'd himſelf to Chriſt, ſhould 
take care that he need not run back for a 
courſe of time, to find a proper ſatisfactory 
evidence of it; which end will be anſwer'd 
by our taking this into the compaſs of our 
daily work. Thus ſhall we be preparcd for 
all events; which he only is, or can be, who 
is provided for his grand change. 

3. It calls for thankſgivings to God, when 
we have good hope concerning our depart- 
ed friends, that God's grace enabled them to 
make this neceſſary preparation for eternity, 
before his Providence remov'd them out of 
our world. Religion does not forbid us the 
uſe of our natural paſſions, tho it has kindly 
preſctibed againſt the abuſe of them. We 
arc allow'd ro bemoan our ſelves under the 
heavy ſtrokes of his hand, as theſe are afflic- 


tive to us; eſpecially, as they are marks of 


God's diſpleaſure with his church. This ſeems 


to be the caſe when he multiplics their re- 
moyals from us, who were ornaments to re- 
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ligion in a more private and contracted ſphere : 


Perſons eminent for ſerious godlineſs, for 
activity and zeal, largencſs of heart, and ſted- 


dy uſefulneſs. I wiſh there was no ſuch aſ- 


pect in his cutting down, one after another, 
ſo many Miniſters of the firſt rate among us, 
in ſo ſmall a ſpace, as we in this city can- 
not but remember he has done, For theſe 
things we ſhould be humbled, and mourn ; 
I am ſure ye of this congregation ſhould, 
whom his providence has now left as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd : You will not be alone 
in your ſorrows. Such turns as theſe (I ſay) 
ſhould affect us, and afflict us too; but let 
us not dwell wholly on the dark ſide of the 
ſcene : Tho' abſent from the body, are they 
preſent with the Lord! Enter d into reſt? Did 
they live and die in the faith and hope of 
inviſible eternal glory? Thus laying a good 
foundation againſt the time to come? We 
ſhould bleſs God for ſuch inſtances of the 
reality of religion, and of the power of di- 
vine grace: That he has ſpared ſuch valuable 
lives ſo long, and that even in dying they 
have been more than conquerors thro' him 
that has loved them, We ſhould rejoice in 
the thought of their being gone to the Fa- 
ther, tho'in the way we formerly knew them, 
henceforth we ſhall know them no more. 
O that it may be as ſure of you and me, 
when the ſtory ſhall be told of our being 
dE dead 
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dead and gone, that we arc in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of our Maſter's joy, as with good rea- 
ſon we may conclude the certainty of this, 
as to your lately deceas'd Paſtor! 

You will expect, I believe, that ſomething 
will be (aid, towards giving a more particu- 
lar character of this faithful Goſpel-miniſter. 
Were my skill this way equal to the reſpect 
which I bore to the deceas'd, you might ex- 
ect a fniſÞ'd piece: However, I ſhall attempt 
this as well as I can. 

The reverend Mr. Zoſeph Hill was born at 
Salisbury, Oct. 1 1. Anno 1667 ; of godly reputa- 
ble parents : Perſons in circumſtances, and with 
hearts to do as much as any of their neigh- 
bours toward the ſupport of the goſpel there. 
He was entered in the free-ſchool at Sarum 
before he had arrived at ſeven years of age, 
being prepar'd for this under the care of old 
Mr. Taylor, the Nonconformiſt Miniſter. He 
continued for nine years in this publick 
ſchool, finiſhing there the ſeveral parts of 
ſtudy uſual in this firſt ſtage of education. 
As he gave early ſpecimens of a good geni- 
us for learning; ſo his relations had betimes 
the pleaſure to obſerve a ſeriouſneſs and ten- 
derneſs of ſpirit, too rarely diſcern'd either 
in childhood or youth. Upon his removal 
from this ſchool, he was put under the tui- 
tion of Mr. Charles Moreton at Newington- 
Green: Here he went on with credit and ſuc- 
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ceſs, till the academy was broke up thro' the 
fury and confuſion of the times ; which was 


about two years after his admiſſion. Upon 
his meeting with this baulk, providence di- 
rected him to Mr. Sprint, near Andover in 
Hampſhire, with whom he ſtay'd about twelve 
months, and in that time made good profi- 
ciency in the Hebrew language. His next 
courſe was to London; where for ſome time 
he proſecuted his theological ſtudies under the 
conduct of the learned Mr. Stretton. I under- 
ſtand that there was a claſs compoſed of ſuch 
who had been Mr. Moretor's pupils, who attend- 
ed at this time weekly lectures, read to them 
by Mr. Glaſcock : Of theſe Mr. Hill made one. 
Mr. Stretton, who knew how to diſtinguiſh 
and value men of worth, recommended the 
deceasd as chaplain to the lady. Irby at Weſt- 
minſter ; he lived in this honourable family, 
with full reputation, near ſeven years. 

While here, he was ordain'd by the inge- 


nious Mr. Alſop; received a call to preach to 


a congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters in 


Stwallow-ſtreet, St. Fames's : He accepted the 
paſtoral charge of this people; I am not able 
to determine the length of time he was 
with them. I have ſeen a ſermon in MSS. 
preach'd by him October 11. 1691. (the 24". 
year of his life) in which clearneſs of thought, 
and ſtrength of judgment, not unworthy of 
much riper age, do appear; and the ſerious 
ro ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, which held him till he had finiſhed his 
courſe, ſhines through the whole performance. 
While in this ſituation he was invited to the 
Engliſh church in Rotterdam; and He who 
holds the ſtars in his right hand, over-ruled his 
heart, to comply with their requeſt., . Here for 
nineteen years, lacking but a few days, he mi- 
niſtred to the intire ſatisfaction of his people; 
and wanted not for his ſhare of reſpect among 
miniſters of the beſt figure in the Dutch church- 
cs, and in the Engliſh. He had here many op- 
portunities for the further improvement of his 
mind, and too juſt a ſenſe of the worth of know- 
ledge, not to make the moſt of them: Upon 
his return to his native land, he did undoubt- 
edly bring with him conſiderable treaſures of 
this kind, and if he went from us with five 
talents, made of them other five. None who 
knew him, but will allow that he had read 
and digeſted as much as moſt men. It was 
at the ſuit of this congregation, that after ſo 
many years ſucceſsful preaching abroad, he 
reſolv'd upon leaving his deſirable ſettlement 
at Rotterdam, and once more to purſue his 
miniſtry in London. Thoſe who moſt zea- 
louſly preſſed his coming hither, aſſuring him 
it ſhould not be to his temporal diſadvantage 
how far that promiſe was afterward obſerv'd, 
you beſt know. The 16 day of this month 
will make it eleven years ſince he fix'd with 
you ; time enough to form a judgment of his 
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doQtrine, and manner of converſation among 
you; I dare not doubt of your thinking of 
both with pleaſure and profit. I am apprehen- 
ſive that the declining ſtate of this church, 

favour'd with a miniſter inferior to few, ei— 
ther for learning, or religion, made ſome 
impreſſions upon his mind that firſt ſhock'd 
his vigorous and hale conſtitution. And as 
he iſaw this grow, which cauſed him ſuch un- 
caſineſs, the effects were anſwerable. 

What is popularity! Whence is it! When 
men of the beſt ſenſe, moſt richly furniſh- 
ed, every way moſt worthy, are the very 
men who ordinarily do fail of it? Your 
. Paſtor was highly eſteem'd in many of the 


Churches of Chriſt; they loved him as a | ni 


faithful, judicious, ſolid preacher of the goſ- 
pel in its primitive fi implicity, and purity; 
as one ſound and ſteddy in the faith, once, 
and once for all delivered to the ſaints: He 
could not but know this, which was ſome 
ballance to his diſcouragements. In the laſt 
pulpit to which he was invited ©, the ſer- 
vice of which is out of the common way, 
he appeared with honour : And as far as I 
can learn had a general run of applauſe. If 
we cannot ſay of him that he was popular, 
we can with certainty ſay a greater thing, 
he was Faithful: To his death not removing 


©Wedneſdiy night's expoſitory lecture at St. Helens, _. 
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Inis integrity from him. In the illneſs of which 


he died, he enjoy d his wonted calmneſs, and 
compoſure, was reſigned to God's will, as hav- 
ing committed his ſoul to his care: And well 
that this great work was done, for he went 
to his bed, without any viſible reaſon to be- 
liere the nearneſs of deaths s approach, and 
with as little reluctance as can be ſuppoſed in 
agoniſing nature, ſlept that night with Jeſus 
As to our world, he is no more. The hea- 


vens have reccived him ; the Shepherd of the 


ſheep (he who is in the higheſt ſenſe ſo) has 
giyen him a crown of life. He has fought 
the good fight, finiſhed his courſe, and kept 
the faith, while we are left behind longer to 
ſtruggle with ſin, and the multiplied inconve- 


nicncics and difficulties of an embodied ſtate. 


May you of this church, give an attentive. 
ear to the voice of this providence. Conſi- 
der him who ſo lately had the rule over you 
and the end of his converſation. Vou muſt 
die as certainly as he has done, think of what 
he was, and taught, that this may help you 
by God's bleſſing to die as well. Remember 
ſo as to endeavour an imitation of him, in 


his plaineſs, integrity, eveneſs of mind; in 
his humility, patience, prudence, chari 


ſpi- 
rituality of affection, zeal for God, = 4 
moveableneſs from the faith of the goſpel. 
And may theſe high characters, applicable to 
him (at leaft ſuch of them as are of greateſt 
weight) be in your view as to any further pro- 
F viſion 


viſion you may deſign to wake for your {elves, 
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Look to the Lord of the harveſt, for a 75 u 
labourer; one who will not p reach elt, 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; for other ſoünd⸗ 
tion can no man lay; this is the way to fe 
cure his —_— without which ** Jopls: Si 
not proſper. * | | 
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y the God of all grace ent ſuitable oe | 
"lies bf roper grace to the reli and. other 
near an deat relatives of out departed friend. 
That in patience they may poſſeſs their ſouls, 
-and ſuffering like Chriſtians, have God to be 
FI of the comfort he has ſtripped them 
0 
May we all be convincd from what has | 
been ſaid of the neceſſity of providing for for 
death, and judgment ; ; and doing it in this 
"Way; by commitring our ſouls and all that con- 
cerns them into the Redecmer's hands. I We] 
do, death whenever it comes ſbou{d not be 2 ; 
" rertor to us; propably it will not : However 
' this may be, its fure that our latter end, will 
ide better than our beginning ; for we cc 
die in the Lord, and inherit. alt things „ Inf 
having God to be our n aud Wa * 
Feeding great” ne 


WC: Re; a} WT 5 wn #7] I 
q . * * a n 1 7 5 Es « : 1 N v % 
* . * y 17 7 is ? 4 * = N | A 
5 fs e * 45 OY 
. - * - 
. il 7250 
9 +. 0% © 6% @', 0 „ & # "79 
2 N 1 119 * WJ | 444 4 1: & ; (20,519 


* — 
© « jd ++ 6 7” 
1.91110 


